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Croatia, Czech Republic, Egypt, El Sal-
vador, Estonia, the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Ghana, Guate-
mala, Hungary, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Latvia, Lithuania, Morocco, Namibia,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, the Phil-
ippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slo-
vak Republic, Slovenia, South Africa,
Tanzania, Tunisia, Ukraine, Yemen, and
Zimbabwe.

In making this determination, I have con-
sidered the eligibility only of those countries
for which programs are underway or cur-
rently contemplated by the Department of
Agriculture.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 11.

Interview With Tabitha Soren of
MTV
August 11, 1995

Teenage Smoking
Ms. Soren. Mr. President, minors buy one

billion packs of cigarettes a year. How are
you going to make not smoking and quitting
smoking cool and attractive to young people?

The President. Well, I think we have to
do several things. I think, first of all, the Gov-
ernment’s responsibility is to make sure that
the young people understand that it’s addict-
ive and dangerous and can kill them and that
about one-third of the young people who
start smoking every day—about 1,000 people
a day, young people, start smoking who will
have their lives shortened because of it. The
second thing I think you have to do is make
it less accessible. Then the third thing we
have to do is make it less attractive, that is,
we need to change the advertising and limit
the ability of advertising to be a lure.

We had a young teenager in here who was
part of an antismoking group yesterday who
said to me—I was so touched—she said, ‘‘We
look at these TV ads,’’ she said, ‘‘these girls
smoking, they’re always tall; they’re always
thin; they always have long hair; they’re al-

ways pretty.’’ She said, ‘‘It’s just like when
the boys who are young see a movie star
holding a gun.’’ And it was shocking what
she said.

And then what we want the tobacco com-
panies to do is to spend some money on an
affirmative strategy to put out positive mes-
sages—over MTV, for example—about how
it’s cool not to smoke instead of to smoke.
So I think you make it less accessible, less
attractive, and then put out a positive mes-
sage. And of course, we need a lot of help.
We need people like you to do programs like
this, and every parent in this country needs
to talk to their children—all the parents need
to talk to their children about it, because we
now have done 14 months careful research
and we know how damaging this is, and we
know that the tobacco companies know how
damaging it is from their own files. We’ve
got to do something about it.

Ms. Soren. Do you worry about making
smoking more enticing by making it more
forbidden to young people?

The President. I think that’s always a con-
cern; there could be some of that. But the
staggering magnitude of the damage that it’s
doing is so great, I think if young people real-
ly understand how dangerous it really is and
all the things that can happen to them and
how it can affect their future, I don’t think
it will be more glamorous.

Ms. Soren. You know, though, what kids
are going to say. In a time where they’re
growing up and sex is associated with AIDS,
alcohol with drunk driving, going out late at
night you could be shot, it’s very violent,
smoking during your adolescence almost
seems like a lesser evil.

The President. I know it does, but in
some ways it’s the thing that puts the most
at risk over the long run. And we have to
do something about the other things, too. I’ve
fought very hard to get the assault weapons
out of the hands of gang members, to pass
the Brady bill, to put more police officers
on the street. The crime rate is going down
in almost every—almost every big city in this
country, the crime rate is going down. We
have to—we’re doing a better job trying to
keep big shipments of drugs out of the coun-
try. We’re working hard on that.
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But this is a serious problem. On alcohol,
it’s less accessible than cigarettes. It’s still a
problem, but I want a zero tolerance drunk
driving law for young people in every State
in the country or here in the Congress. But
the cigarettes—the magnitude of the damage
caused is greater than all of that right now.
And we just have to focus on it.

I know it—because there normally is a pe-
riod of several years between the time you
start and keep smoking and the time you face
the consequences, and when you’re young
you think you’re going to live forever, I know
that it’s going to be harder to get young peo-
ple to focus on that. But we have to. There’s
a lot of destructive behavior in America we
need to attack at the same time, and I just
think that we can get these numbers way,
way down.

You gave the number—a billion packs of
cigarettes or a billion cigarettes a year—we
can get that way down. And when we do,
we’ll get the life expectancy of these young
people and their quality of life way up.

Ms. Soren. Did you ever experiment with
cigarettes as a teen? Did you go through that
phase?

The President. I didn’t. But I’m surprised
I didn’t, but I didn’t. The reason I didn’t is
because my mother was a heavy smoker. She
smoked a couple of packs of cigarettes a day
until my daughter got her to quit for her 8th
birthday. When my daughter turned 8, her
grandmother gave her that for a present. So
I had a bad feeling about it from childhood.
But it was only because of that. I’m sure I
would have done it otherwise.

Ms. Soren. Why were you savvy enough
to have a bad feeling about it? You didn’t
like the smell of the house, or you didn’t
like——

The President. Yes, I didn’t like the smell
in the house. And I thought it was—it struck
me as a bad habit, kind of a nervous habit,
a reliance. And I had a feeling that it was
not good for her health.

Ms. Soren. What would you say to Chelsea
if you saw her fall under peer pressure of
some of her friends and start smoking or if
you found ashes in her bedroom in an ashtray
or something?

The President. I would talk to her about
it and tell her I thought it was a bad idea.

She’s the most militant person in our house,
though.

Ms. Soren. Yes, it doesn’t sound like
you’re worried.

The President. She and Hillary are always
on me. You know, as I confessed yesterday,
I still, once in a great while, maybe five, six,
seven times a year, will smoke a cigar when
I’m outside. They think that’s awful—at all.
And I’ve got to do better with it. But if they
see me chewing one on the golf course or
something, they’re on me. So my family is
doing a better job with it than I am.

Ms. Soren. Some kids I talk to said that
nothing but an outright ban on cigarettes
would deter them. So why not a ban? Be-
cause cigarettes are just as deadly, if not
more so, for adults.

The President. They are, but they’re not
illegal. You have to go through all the same
problems we went through with prohibition
with liquor. It would have significant eco-
nomic dislocations for a large number of
Americans. And I think as a practical matter,
because so many adults are, in effect, hooked
on it, it would be very, very difficult to en-
force.

What I want to do is to phase it out over
time by getting—if young people stop using
cigarettes—if we could get young people, the
usage down to zero, then eventually it will
phase out. That would be my goal. I think
we just have to start with our young people.

Ms. Soren. Do you consider tobacco com-
panies evil?

The President. I wouldn’t go that far. I
don’t think that. And I certainly don’t con-
sider the tobacco farmers evil. I think they’re
good people. Most of them—a lot of them
come from families that have been doing it
100, sometimes 200 years.

I think some of these companies have
known for a long time, according to their own
documents, that nicotine was both addictive
and destructive. And they have—insofar as
they have pretended that they did not know
that, that is wrong.

I think some of these companies have said,
we don’t want teenagers to smoke, but they
have consciously directed their advertising
strategies to make it appealing to young peo-
ple and not just Joe Camel, which was obvi-
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ous, but a lot of other things as well. I think
those things are wrong.

And what I want the tobacco companies
to do is stop doing the wrong thing and start
doing the right thing. I think they ought to
come in here and support this—these restric-
tions. I think they ought to ask Congress to
enact them into law now. If they don’t want
the FDA to regulate them, let’s enact the
law now. And I think that we ought to start
the very next day on this campaign together.
If the tobacco companies really don’t want
kids to smoke, we can do this together.

Ms. Soren. Are you going to try to bring
back the cigarette tax? California has had a
lot of success with that in their State.

The President. Well, this Congress would
not adopt that. I have had a number of peo-
ple who’ve come from tobacco countries sug-
gest that some of the cigarette tax ought to
be devoted to helping the farmers who want
to convert their farmland to other purposes,
to some sort of buy-out program.

But I think that right now what we ought
to do is—the bulk of the cigarette tax is avail-
able to the States, and a lot of the States
now are passing cigarette taxes to help to pay
for the health care bills of people who are
suffering from tobacco-related illnesses. And
I don’t want to see the Congress and the Fed-
eral Government crowd that out. So when
I proposed a tobacco tax before, it was to
pay for health care. That’s not going to hap-
pen this year.

Ms. Soren. Right now, advertising is writ-
ten off as a business expense, and that means
the public pays in some fashion for all adver-
tising, including cigarette advertising. Would
you consider getting rid of the tax deduction
for cigarette advertising?

The President. You’re the first person
who’s ever suggested it to me. I’d never
though of that. That’s an interesting idea.

Ms. Soren. So I’ll give you a few minutes
to absorb it, and I’ll come back.

The President. That’s an interesting idea.
I’ve never thought of that.

Ms. Soren. Because I think a lot of people
would be offended by the idea of paying for
an unhealthy product to advertise and garner
more smokers through it. But I’ll let you
dwell on it.

Not only do you want to regulate tobacco
products, but you’re also in favor of regulat-
ing how they’re marketed. And I was won-
dering, how far do you plan to go? When
a musician sits down to talk with me and
they’re smoking a cigarette, should I not air
that footage on MTV? Should I ask Keith
Richards to put out his cigarette before he
does an interview with me? Should this go
for all television? Because of lot of young
people watch MTV.

The President. I think that’s a decision
for you to make. I think you should ask him
to put it out because I think there are a lot
of young people——

Ms. Soren. It is Keith Richards.
The President. I know. [Laughter] And

I know he’s an icon—for me, too.
Ms. Soren. I don’t know if he—his heart

might stop if he doesn’t have a cigarette.
The President. That’s the great thing

about their endurance, you know.
But that’s a decision that each network,

each interviewer, they’ll have to make. Let
me just say this: I believe very strongly in
the first amendment and the right to free
speech, free association, and freedom of reli-
gion. I believe in a very broad interpretation
of it. But I believe that we should be restrict-
ing advertising directed at children because
it’s illegal to sell cigarettes to children. So,
therefore, if it’s illegal to sell cigarettes to
children, it can’t be illegal to stop the adver-
tising directed at children. So that’s what my
focus is.

In terms of the interviews and everything,
I would hope every American adult, even
those who smoke, would think, as I had to
when I became President and I had this occa-
sional bad habit of having my cigar once in
a while, I would hope they would think about
not doing it in public, not doing it around
children, not setting a bad example. I think
we adults have a responsibility to try to set
a good standard for our young people and
to basically say everybody’s got a lot of prob-
lems, but being self-destructive is not a way
to deal with them.

Ms. Soren. Mr. President, I want to say
this as politely as I can, but I think a lot of
our viewers are going to be wondering why
should they listen to you about this issue?
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The President. Well, they don’t have to
listen to me about this issue. What we’re
going to do is change the law. But I’ll tell
you why they should listen to me or to any-
body else. I would say that if they wanted
to listen to me, don’t listen to me, look at
the medical research, look at the evidence.
This is about their lives, not mine. I’ve lived
most of my life. Their lives are ahead of
them. And the reason they should listen to
me is that the evidence is on my side, not
just because I’m President. We know that
nicotine in cigarettes and smokeless tobacco
is addictive, is destructive, and will shorten
the lives of one out of three people who start
smoking on a regular basis. We know that.

So what they should do is say, ‘‘Okay,
here’s the evidence; now, what kind of life
do I want to live?’’ Ultimately, it’s going to
be their decision, because even if the law
keeps cigarettes away from them in the near-
term, soon they’ll turn 18, and they’ll be able
to do whatever they want to do. They have
to make these decisions. But I think—my
job, what I’m trying to do here every day
and with the economy, with saving the col-
lege loan program, with trying to preserve
the environment from this awful assault that
the Congress is making on it, is to give the
young people of our country a good country
to grow up into and a good life to look for-
ward to. Then they have to make a decision
about how to live that life.

And what those of us who are older are
supposed to do is to say here’s what we think
will maximize your choices. Here’s what we
think will give you the chance to live up to
the fullest of your abilities. And that’s what
I hope they’ll listen to, because the evidence
is on my side. I’m not just preaching here,
I have all this evidence.

Ms. Soren. Right. Right. It’s not like you
don’t have enough things to do already.

The President. But this is a big deal.
Look, look. Everything I try to do here, if
you look at—let’s just take trying to save the
college loan program from attack and trying
to preserve the environmental protections we
have in this country. Why would I do that?
Because I want my child and our grand-
children and all the young people coming up
to enjoy a good life. That still requires all
these individuals who are watching us to

make decisions about how they’re going to
live. And being addicted to tobacco is not
a smart thing to do if you want to have a
long, full good life. It’s a huge roll of the
dice.

I never will forget a few years ago having
to speak at the funeral of a very close friend
of mine, a man that had literally no other
vices. He was one of the most perfect human
beings I ever knew. But he smoked a couple
of packs of cigarettes a day, and he died of
lung cancer 21⁄2 years after he had his last
cigarette because it takes that long to clean
out your lungs.

Ms. Soren. Wow.
The President. And he was younger than

me. I never got over it. I never will get over
it.

Abortion
Ms. Soren. While I have you, there are

a couple of other issues I wanted to ask you
about that are important to young voters, in
addition to smoking and their health, which
you sort of rattled off very quickly.

First, though, the woman best known as
Jane Roe whose struggle to obtain an abor-
tion led to the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade
decision, has come out against anything but
first trimester abortions. How big a blow do
you feel this is to the prochoice movement?

The President. Well, as I understand it,
she’s gone through a number of changes in
her life and had a serious religious conversion
and believes that abortion is wrong now. The
rule of Roe v. Wade is it permits everybody
in America to make that same decision. That
is, I think there are too many abortions in
America. I have always believed that abortion
should be rare but that they should be safe
and legal until the third trimester when the
child can live outside the mother’s womb. If
somebody hasn’t made the decision by then,
unless the life of the mother’s in danger, I
think they should be illegal, and they were
in my State.

But I think that leaving the decision to the
woman and her doctor and whoever else she
wishes to consult, I think on balance is still
the right decision in our country. And that
makes it possible for people like this woman
to make up her own mind and to have her
own convictions and then try to persuade
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other people that she’s right. It leaves her
free to say, ‘‘My religious conviction is what
is right for all of you; I hope you will follow
me.’’ People can do that.

And we have a very vibrant, as you know,
pro-life movement in this country of people
trying to convince other people of that all
the time. But we don’t say to people who
disagree that we’re going to criminalize your
conduct until the child can live outside the
mother’s womb. And I think, on balance, that
is the right position for our country, and I
would stick with it.

Ms. Soren. Since abortion is under such
attack in Congress, do you think that you
should be doing more to support the
prochoice movement?

The President. Well, I don’t know what
else I can do. I’m doing—I think I’m doing
everything I can. I certainly have made it ab-
solutely clear where I stand. I have resisted
the attempts in the Congress to take away
the rights of choice to women in the service,
to women who work for the Federal Govern-
ment.

There is a wholesale assault on the right
to choose going on in the Congress now in
all kinds of little, indirect ways. And I hope
we can beat it back because I think it’s—
I don’t think that’s the right thing to do. I
don’t think the law here is the way to resolve
all these problems.

Opposition in Congress
Ms. Soren. You’ve used executive actions

in the first 2 years of your Presidency for
issues like abortion. And in recent months,
with the Republican majority, you’ve turned
to them more frequently, the regulation of
teenage smoking being the most recent one.
Do you feel like you’re subverting the will
of Congress by tackling issues this way?

The President. No. I think that I probably
should have been doing more of this all
along. But in the first 2 years, I had to pour
all of my energies into trying to do something
to bring the deficit down, to invest more in
education, to try to expand trade, and get
the economy going again. And we were able
to do that, but the voters still gave the Con-
gress to the Republicans. And now it frees
me up, in a way, to—most of my efforts, to
try to keep them from undoing the gains we

have made from wrecking an economic strat-
egy or wrecking the education program or
wrecking the environment.

But I can now do things like use my execu-
tive authority, for example, to promote wel-
fare reform in all 50 States, to do the other
things that we talked about. So I think I prob-
ably should have been doing more of it all
along.

Legal Defense Fund
Ms. Soren. Today lawyers for the legal de-

fense fund are announcing how much money
they’ve raised. Does that make you feel awk-
ward to have them up there saying, ‘‘We’ve
collected this money for the President to de-
fend him?’’

The President. No. I mean, it’s a little—
I wish it weren’t necessary. But I’m not a
wealthy person and my adversaries decided
that they would try to embroil me in all kinds
of legal things, and I can’t afford to take any
time off to think about it. So they’re dealing
with it the best they can in a legal and appro-
priate way. And I did not want to go to a
few wealthy people and ask them to spend
a ton of money to pay all my legal bills. So
we resolved that the most appropriate thing
to do would be to raise funds in a legal de-
fense fund that had the same financial re-
strictions that running for Federal office
does. And so that’s what we’ve tried to do.

Bosnia
Ms. Soren. Senator Dole and Senator

Helms have proposed asking for $100 million
in arms aid for Bosnia. Do you support this
legislation?

The President. Not now because the arms
embargo is on. My position is that the United
States should not, by ourselves, violate the
U.N. rule against selling arms into Bosnia be-
cause it applies to all Yugoslavia, that instead,
what we ought to do is have that U.N. mis-
sion there work to stop aggression against
Bosnia by letting NATO use its air power
and by strengthening the U.N. mission on
the ground.

What happened in Srebrenica was awful.
But it happened in large measure because
the United Nations would not permit the
United States and the other NATO allies to
take strong action from the air against the
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Serbs. Now that there’s been a real change
on the ground and the Serbs have been rolled
back in the western part of Bosnia and in
Croatia by the Croats, I hope we have a
chance to make a decent peace there.

I would not be against—if the U.N. mis-
sion fails, I would be for selling arms to the
Bosnians or making it possible for the
Bosnians to buy arms, but only when we get
everybody to lift the arms embargo at the
U.N.

But let me just say this in closing. We have
an embargo against Saddam Hussein in Iraq,
and you see what happened. We put a lot
of pressure on it; we now have some defec-
tors coming over, weakening his power. If
we say, ‘‘We’re going to ignore you, and we’re
going to sell arms to the Bosnians,’’ then
what’s to prevent other countries from say-
ing, ‘‘Okay, we’ll ignore the U.N. embargo
in Iraq, and we’ll bolster Saddam Hussein?’’

Rap Music
Ms. Soren. I just have two more quick

questions. Do you think it’s a good thing that
Time-Warner wants to sell Interscope
Records? Do you know anything about that?

The President. No.

Death of Jerry Garcia
Ms. Soren. I wanted to ask you if you

were—well, Jerry Garcia has affected mil-
lions of Americans.

The President. Me, too.
Q. Were you a fan? Have you ever been

to a Grateful Dead show? And why do you
think he affected so many people of different
backgrounds and generations?

The President. Well, first of all, he was
just a great talent. I mean, he was really—
he was a genius. And I was really pleased
to see the Grateful Dead have one more
great run around the country, you know, in
the last couple of years and see all these
young teenagers gravitating to a group that
all of us liked 20 or more years ago. He had
a great gift. And he even wound up putting
out that line of ties. He had great ties. I
would go around wearing Jerry Garcia ties
and giving them away to people. So I was
very sad when he died.

But he also had a terrible problem that
was a legacy of the life he lived and the de-
mons he dealt with. And I would hope that
all of us who loved his music and valued his
contributions would also reflect on the con-
sequences of, again, really self-destructive
behavior. I mean, the lesson of Jerry Garcia’s
life is that he made a great contribution and
he really was a—he had at least two genera-
tions of Deadheads, you know.

Ms. Soren. Is Chelsea a fan at all? Has
she ever gone to a show?

The President. Yes, very much. But she
and I were talking—we had a long talk about
it the other day, right before I left to come
to the office. She called me on the phone.
She’s out of town, and she called me on the
phone, and we were talking about it. And
she was talking about all the kids in her
school who are great fans of Jerry Garcia,
and we had a long talk about it.

But I would hope that as we mourn him
and sort of feel grateful for what he did, we
also—young people should say, ‘‘I’m not
going to die that way. I’m not going to die
in a clinic with a drug addition. I’m not going
to do it.’’ You don’t have to have a destructive
lifestyle to be a genius and make a contribu-
tion. You don’t have to do that.

Cigarette Advertising

Ms. Soren. Any thoughts on the advertis-
ing, cigarette advertising being a tax deduc-
tion?

The President. I’ll look into it. It’s an in-
teresting idea. Nobody ever even raised it to
me before. Maybe you should be here mak-
ing public policy. That’s great.

Ms. Soren. I don’t think so. I think I’m
quite busy. I wouldn’t want your job.

The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 11 a.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Rolling Stone band member Keith
Richards; the late Grateful Dead band member
Jerry Garcia; and President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq.
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Remarks Announcing a
Comprehensive Nuclear Weapons
Test Ban
August 11, 1995

Good afternoon. Today I am announcing
my decision to negotiate a true zero yield
comprehensive test ban. This is an historic
milestone in our efforts to reduce the nuclear
threat to build a safer world. The United
States will now insist on a test ban that pro-
hibits any nuclear weapons test explosion or
any other nuclear explosion. I am convinced
this decision will speed the negotiations so
that we can achieve our goal of signing a
comprehensive test ban next year.

As a central part of this decision, I am es-
tablishing concrete, specific safeguards that
define the conditions under which the
United States will enter into a comprehen-
sive test ban. These safeguards will strength-
en our commitments in the areas of intel-
ligence monitoring and verification, stockpile
stewardship, maintenance of our nuclear lab-
oratories, and test readiness.

They also specify the circumstances under
which I would be prepared, in consultation
with Congress, to exercise our supreme na-
tional interest rights under a comprehensive
test ban to conduct necessary testing if the
safety or reliability of our nuclear deterrent
could no longer be certified.

As a part of this arrangement I am today
directing the establishment of a new annual
reporting and certification requirement that
will ensure that our nuclear weapons remain
safe and reliable under a comprehensive test
ban.

I appreciate the time, the energy, and the
wisdom that the Secretaries of State, De-
fense, and Energy; the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; the Directors of Central In-
telligence and the Arms Control and Disar-
mament Agency have all devoted to the re-
view of this crucial national security issue
over the last several months.

American leaders since Presidents Eisen-
hower and Kennedy have believed a com-
prehensive test ban would be a major stride
toward stopping the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. Now, as then, such a treaty would
greatly strengthen the security of the United
States and nations throughout the world. But

now, unlike then, such a treaty is within our
reach.

It would build upon the successes we have
achieved so far: Securing a permanent exten-
sion of the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty;
freezing North Korea’s nuclear program; cut-
ting existing nuclear arsenals by putting the
START I Treaty into force; persuading
Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan to give up
their nuclear weapons and to reach agree-
ments with Russia that now mean that both
our nations no longer target our missiles at
each other.

A comprehensive test ban is the right step
as we continue pulling back from the nuclear
precipice, a precipice which we began to live
with 50 years ago this week. It moves us one
step closer to the day when no nuclear weap-
ons are detonated anywhere on the face of
the Earth.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m., in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on a Comprehensive
Nuclear Weapons Test Ban
August 11, 1995

One of my administration’s highest prior-
ities is to negotiate a comprehensive test ban
treaty (CTBT) to reduce the danger posed
by nuclear weapons proliferation. To advance
that goal and secure the strongest possible
treaty, I am announcing today my decision
to seek a zero yield CTBT. A zero yield
CTBT would ban any nuclear weapon test
explosion or any other nuclear explosion im-
mediately upon entry into force. I hope it
will lead to an early consensus among all
states at the negotiating table.

Achieving a CTBT was a goal of both
Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy. Now,
as then, such a treaty would greatly strength-
en U.S. and global security and create an-
other barrier to nuclear proliferation and nu-
clear weapons development. At the conclu-
sion of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
Review Conference in May, all parties to that
treaty agreed to work to complete a CTBT
no later than 1996. Today, I want to reaffirm
our commitment to do everything possible
to conclude the CTBT negotiations as soon
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